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THE LORD OF THE CRANES

Chinese Folktale

Long ago, there lived an immortal named Tian, who lived high
above the clouds. He was often called the Lord of the Cranes, because
the cranes were his friends and lived with him. Sometimes the cranes
would visit Earth, and tell Tian about the things they saw. One day,
Tian decided to go down to the city himself, to see how people were
treating each other. So, he sat on a crane's back and flew down
through the clouds.

Once there, Tian needed to disguise himself, so he traded his
splendid robes for a beggar's torn rags. Day after day, Tian stood
begging on the street corners, but no one seemed to notice him or
offered to help.

One night, Tian was tired and hungry. He walked to a small inn,
where he asked the owner, Wang, for something to eat and drink. Tian
apologized, explaining that he had no money. Wang smiled at him
cheerfully and brought him a hearty meal and some hot tea. The next
night, Tian came back and asked to eat again. Wang happily brought
him some warm soup, rice, a meat dish, and tea at no cost.

Night after night, Tian returned to the inn, where he was
welcomed by Wang. After a few months, Tian told Wang that he
wanted to repay him. When Wang told him that it wasn't necessary,
Tian insisted. Tian took a water gourd from his walking stick and
splashed water against the walls of the inn. The water swirled and
painted a picture of three cranes with outspread wings. Then Tian
clapped his hands and started to sing, causing the cranes to flutter off
of the walls and dance. When the song was over, the cranes leapt back
onto the wall, and became pictures again. The innkeeper smiled
joyfully, and turned to thank Tian, but he had disappeared.
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THE LORD OF THE CRANES

Chinese Folktale

Word spread and the inn was busier than ever! Everyone wanted ‘
to stay in the inn with the magical cranes. Soon, Wang was one of the

wealthiest people in the city. He never forgot though, to feed anyone

in need.

Years later, Tian returned to the inn. Wang greeted him warmly
and brought him a delicious meal. Wang knew that Tian wasn't a
beggar, and asked Tian to tell him who he really was. Tian didn't reply,
but lifted a flute to his lips and played a melody so beautiful, that
Wang's eyes became teary. Wang thanked Tian for playing the song
and for helping him become so successful.

Wang asked Tian what he could do to repay him. Tian asked Wang
to teach others to treat those in need, as he had been treated. At that,
Tian played the flute one more time, the three cranes stepped off the
wall and knelt before him. Tian climbed onto one of the crane's backs
and the flew to their home above the clouds.
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Feeling humbled with the knowledge of who the beggar really
was, Tian was determined to carry out the Lord of the Crane's wishes.
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POETRY AND DRAMA

THE BARN DANCE

By Miss Larson

LMINTS
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Chickens and Roosters, toe to toe,

Cows in the pasture, do-si-do,

Goats are a-tappin' to the music's beat,
Sheep are a-singin' with a bleat, bleat, bleat.

Pigs are a-twirlin' 'round and 'round,

Geese flappin' feathers without a sound,
Turkeys doin' disco, pointin' up and down,
So much fun when the farmer goes to town.

POCTRY AND DRAMA ™

AT GRANDMA
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POETRY AND DRAMA ™

GRANDMA'S FARM

POETRY AND DRAMA "**
AT GRANDMA'S FARM

Setting: A small sheep farm outside of Johnstown, Colorado

Characters: Jasmine, Keith, and Grandma

{Jasmine and Keith are visiting their grandma's sheep farm in the
country. It's the end of the cold season and grandma is shearing

NOCARLARY.

il P — :
Ea’.v_w? D = sheep.}
—/P = GRANDMA: (walking to the barn) | have just a few more sheep to
7 D oy shear. Then we'll wash the wool, and after that we'll comb it.
o JASMINE: Is combing wool like combing your own hair?

~— = GRANDMA: It's a little bit like that. The combing makes the wool
S softer and fluffier. After that, we'll dye the wool, and then spin it.
Cr_,i’ @ Spinning is my favorite process!
KEITH: (looking confused) So, do commercial businesses do the
same thing?
COMPREHENSION

GRANDMA: Pretty much, but they have lots of machines to
streamline everything. Since my farm is small, | do everything
myself and most of it by hand!

JASMINE: Well, | think the sweaters you make by hand are
extraordinary!

GRANDMA: (hugging Jasmine) Aw, thanks sweetheart!
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LEMONADE, ANYONE?

If you've ever lived in the Midwest, you know how hot and
humid summer can be! Well, that's the reason | thought selling
lemonade might be a success! Let me back up a bit and tell you
how Lucy's Lucky Lemonade got started.

A few years ago, when | was eight, | wanted to take dance
lessons more than anything in the world! | really loved dance (and
still do). In fact, | was always dancing. | danced down the sidewalks
of my apartment building. | danced down the school track. | even
danced down the aisles of the grocery store!

Since my family doesn't have a lot of money, my mom said
that if | raised half of the money for my dance lessons, she would
pay the other half. After she told me that, | went to my room and
took out a sheet of paper. | listed all of the jobs that an eight year
old could do. Trust me, there weren't that many. As | was writing a
few down, the one that appealed to me the most was running a
lemonade stand.

Once | told my mom, she talked to me about how businesses
had expenses they needed to take care of in order to operate. She
said that if | earned more money than the expenses, that would be
my profit. My mom took me to the grocery store and we purchased
all of the supplies | needed, like lemons, sugar, and cups. Every
weekend for the whole summer, | set up my lemonade stand. Some
days were busier than others, but by the end of the summer, | had
enough money to take dance lessons!
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LUCY'S LUCKY LEMONADE STAND

Lucy lived in the Midwest in a small apartment with her mom
and little brother, Isaiah. Kansas City was was hot and humid in the
summer. People were always looking for ways to stay cool!

When Lucy was eight years old, she wanted to take dance
lessons. She truly loved dance and danced wherever she went, at
home, at school, and at the grocery store too! One day Lucy asked
her mom if she could take dance lessons. Lucy's mom wanted to
help, but money was tight. Her mom told Lucy that if Lucy could
earn half of the money, that she would pay the other half.

Lucy made a list of all of the ways she could earn extra money
but decided that setting up a lemonade stand was her favorite
idea. Lucy's mom helped her buy all of the supplies she needed,
like lemons, sugar, and cups. Lucy worked at the lemonade stand
every weekend for three months. By the end of summer, she had
enough money to take dance lessons!
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TORTOISE AND THE PAROON

West African Folktale

Baboon was a trickster who enjoyed fooling others. One night, he
saw Tortoise walking home and invited him for dinner. Tortoise was
delighted and started crawling towards Baboon's home. Tortoise
moved slowly, plodding along as quickly as he could. Finally, he arrived
at Baboon's house.

Baboon greeted Tortoise after his long journey and announced
that dinner was ready! Tortoise didn't see any sign of food and was
bewildered. Baboon pointed up to the top of the tree, where three
large pots were wedged between the branches. Then he quickly
climbed the tree and told Tortoise to join him there, so they could eat
together. Tortoise knew that he couldn't climb the tree and so did
Baboon. So, Tortoise turned around and started walking home sadly.
Baboon couldn't help but laugh to himself.

As Tortoise walked home, he decided to play a trick on Baboon
too. A few days later, he invited Baboon to join him for dinner. Baboon
agreed, excited about having a free meal. As Baboon traveled to
Tortoise's house, he had to walk over ground which had been burnt
from bush fires. It made his hands black with soot. When Baboon
arrived, Tortoise looked at Baboon's dirty hands. He told Baboon that
he must wash his hands in the river before he could eat. Baboon did as
he was asked, but after getting his hands clean, he had to cross the
scorched ground again, which made his hands as dirty as before. Each
time he came back to Tortoise's home, Tortoise told him that he must
wash his hands again if he wanted to eat. As Baboon kept washing his
hands, Tortoise was eating. Soon every last morsel of the dinner he
had prepared was gone. Baboon then realized he had been tricked,
and left in a rage.
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THE FOX AND THE CROW

Aesop's Fables

One day as Fox was walking through the woods looking
for something to eat, he spied a Crow in a tree. This Crow
caught Fox's attention, because she had a piece of cheese in
her beak. Fox decided to trick Crow, so he could eat the
cheese himself.

Fox looked up at the Crow and greeted her, smiling and
telling her what a beautiful creature she was. The Crow said
nothing and eyed the Fox suspiciously. Fox continued to
speak about how charming the Crow was, how her feathers
were shining in the sunlight, and how strong and beautiful
her wings looked. The Fox told her that she must have a
lovely voice and asked her if she might sing just one song.
Fox said that he knew she had a splendid voice, and should
be called the Queen of the Birds.

The Crow enjoyed all of Fox's flattery and imagined
herself being called the Queen of the Birds. So, she opened
her beak to sing. Right away, the cheese fell out of her beak
and landed in Fox's mouth. At that moment the Crow
realized what Fox had done.
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