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THE LORD OF THE CRANES

Chinese Folktale

Long ago, there lived an immortal named Tian, who lived high
above the clouds. He was often called the Lord of the Cranes, because
the cranes were his friends and lived with him. Sometimes the cranes
would visit Earth, and tell Tian about the things they saw. One day,
Tian decided to go down to the city himself, to see how people were
treating each other. So, he sat on a crane's back and flew down
through the clouds.

Once there, Tian needed to disguise himself, so he traded his
splendid robes for a beggar's torn rags. Day after day, Tian stood
begging on the street corners, but no one seemed to notice him or
offered to help.

One night, Tian was tired and hungry. He walked to a small inn,
where he asked the owner, Wang, for something to eat and drink. Tian
apologized, explaining that he had no money. Wang smiled at him
cheerfully and brought him a hearty meal and some hot tea. The next
night, Tian came back and asked to eat again. Wang happily brought
him some warm soup, rice, a meat dish, and tea at no cost.

Night after night, Tian returned to the inn, where he was
welcomed by Wang. After a few months, Tian told Wang that he
wanted to repay him. When Wang told him that it wasn't necessary,
Tian insisted. Tian took a water gourd from his walking stick and
splashed water against the walls of the inn. The water swirled and
painted a picture of three cranes with outspread wings. Then Tian
clapped his hands and started to sing, causing the cranes to flutter off
of the walls and dance. When the song was over, the cranes leapt back
onto the wall, and became pictures again. The innkeeper smiled
joyfully, and turned to thank Tian, but he had disappeared.
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THE LORD OF THE CRANES

Chinese Folktale

Word spread and the inn was busier than ever! Everyone wanted ‘
to stay in the inn with the magical cranes. Soon, Wang was one of the

wealthiest people in the city. He never forgot though, to feed anyone

in need.

Years later, Tian returned to the inn. Wang greeted him warmly
and brought him a delicious meal. Wang knew that Tian wasn't a
beggar, and asked Tian to tell him who he really was. Tian didn't reply,
but lifted a flute to his lips and played a melody so beautiful, that
Wang's eyes became teary. Wang thanked Tian for playing the song
and for helping him become so successful.

Wang asked Tian what he could do to repay him. Tian asked Wang
to teach others to treat those in need, as he had been treated. At that,
Tian played the flute one more time, the three cranes stepped off the
wall and knelt before him. Tian climbed onto one of the crane's backs
and the flew to their home above the clouds.
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Feeling humbled with the knowledge of who the beggar really
was, Tian was determined to carry out the Lord of the Crane's wishes.
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